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 APPLICATION 

South Carolina 2021 Rural Broadband Grant Program 

Applicant Information 

Applicant Name/Organization 

Applicant FCC Registration Number (FRN) 

Primary Contact Name Title 

Mailing Address 

City, State, Zip 

Broadband Service Provider Experience 

Phone Number 

Email 

Date of Applicant’s Initial FCC Form 477 Submission 

Date of Applicant’s Most Recent FCC Form 477 Submission 

Applicant and/or Project Partner has Experience: 

Delivering broadband service via fiber and/or hybrid fiber-coax infrastructure 

Delivering broadband service via fixed wireless infrastructure 

Building and operating broadband networks in rural areas 

Operating broadband networks in low-moderate income areas 

Project Area Information 

Eligible County Impact 

Counties 
(list) 

Cities/Towns/Municipalities 
(list) 

Households 

Businesses 

Health Care Facilities 

Community Anchor Institutions 

Educational Institutions 
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Contiguous County Impact 

Counties 
(list) 

Cities/Towns/Municipalities 
(list) 

Households 

Businesses 

Health Care Facilities 

Community Anchor Institutions 

Educational Institutions 

Broadband Infrastructure Information 
Indicate the type(s) of broadband infrastructure technology to be deployed in the project area. 

Fiber to the Premises   Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds 

Hybrid fiber-coax Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds 
(symmetrical upload/download speeds) 

Hybrid fiber-coax Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds 
(non-symmetrical upload/download speeds) 

Fixed wireless Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds



SOUTH CAROLINA 2021 RURAL BROADBAND GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION 

Page 3 of 5 

Broadband Pricing Schedules or Tiers 
Indicate all rate tiers for wireline projects of at least 100/20 Mbps or fixed wireless at 50/5 
Mbps or faster that will be offered to customers in the project area: 

Rates less than $10/month 

Rates between $10 - $14.99/month 

Rates between $15 - $19.99/month 

Rates between $20 - $24.99/month 

Rates between $25 - $34.99/month 

Project Timeline 

Project Start Date 

Project Construction Activity Begins 

Project Construction Activity Complete 

Customer Premises 

Installations Begin 

Installations End 

Overall Project Completion Date 

Project Cost Information 

Total Project Cost 

Upfront Cost Requirements 

Cost of Building and/or Extending 
Infrastructure to Customer Premises 

Average Cost per Location Served 
(all locations or structures)

Average Cost per Housing Unit 

Average Cost per Business 

Project Funding Information 

South Carolina Rural Broadband Grant Program Funds requested ($)

Applicant-Provided Funding ($)

Non-Public Funding

Amount ($)

Source(s) 
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Additional Information 

1) Describe Applicant's and/or project Partner's experience building and/or operating broadband
networks.

2) Describe how your proposal meets the needs of the community to be served as described in the
"Guidelines."

3) Describe any plans or programs you have developed to improve adoption in the community described
in this proposal. Please include letters of support from key community partners that indicate their
awareness of your project.

4) Provide documents that demonstrate your organization currently has the necessary funds
(50% of total project cost) to complete this project/proposal. List documents here and attach
documents to this proposal.

5) List any lease, franchise agreement, interconnection agreement, authorization, permit, or other items
needed to complete this project.
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Attachments and Exhibits 

Please attach the following items to application: 
• Map of project area (PDF and Shapefile formats)

• Letters of support evidencing community need and strategic partnerships
• Any additional information evidencing community need for project
• Most recent FCC Form 477 filing

Certification and Signature 

CERTIFICATION: The Applicant certifies that information included in this application is factual to their 
knowledge. 

Signature: 

Print Name of Signatory:

Title of Signatory: 

Date: 

All questions and completed applications should be submitted to Broadband@ORS.SC.GOV

Facsimile signatures and email signatures shall be as effective as original signatures to bind any party. 

mailto:Broadband@ors.sc.gov
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April 19, 2021

To Whom it May Concern:

Please let this serve as a letter of support for the Sandhill Telephone
Cooperative’s second phase application for CARES Act funding of the broadband
upgrade in Marlboro County.

The City of Bennettsville is fortunate to have an existing cable television
franchise with Sandhill Connextions, LLC and many city residents enjoy the
benefits provided as part of this service. However, the current Pandemic
environment has created special and additional needs for citizens inside and
outside the City of Bennettsville in terms of broadband access. Most important
is the continuing need for a major online component in our schools that will
require improvements in infrastructure to meet demands. Without these
improvements, many children will have limited access to education.

With limited revenue combined with decreasing growth, the City of Bennettsville
must rely heavily on grant funding for its infrastructure and utility
improvements and we are a good example of how grant funding can make a real
difference. This CARES Act funding will make the difference in broadband
infrastructure improvements.

Again, we fully support Sandhill Telephone Cooperative’s application for CARES
Act funding for infrastructure improvement and extension in Marlboro County.
Please contact Mayor Carolyn Prince or Max Alderman at 843.479.9001 for
additional comments if needed.

Sincerely,

Mayor Carolyn A. Prince, Ph. D. City Administrator, Max Alderman

SOUTH CAROLINA’S FIRST “GREAT” TOWN

Governor’s Rural Economic Achievement Trophy’



Jason K. Steen,
County Council Chairman J. Ronald Munnerlyn, jr.,

County Administrator <S
Economic Developer

'A

Corrie H. Plato,
County Council Vice-Chair

MARLBORO COUNTY
Government

April 16. 2021

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing in support of Sandhill Telephone Cooperative's applications for CARES Act funding
for Phase Two broadband infrastructure extension in Marlboro County. These applications were

prepared in partnership with Marlboro County Administrator Ron Munnerlyn and have the full

support of County Council. Sandhill is an experienced, not-for-profit, internet provider currently

serving Marlboro County. Their experience and community-centered  approach make them the

perfect partner for this project.

Unlike other counties that may be classified as underserved, broadband access in Marlboro County

is virtually nonexistent with only .6% (point six) of households having access. In fact, we are

ranked worst in the state in this regard. With the announcement that schools in Marlboro County

will have a significant “online” component for the fall semester, the need for broadband access is
even more critical. The telemedicine and “work-from-home” needs of our county are also

significant. (Note that “quick fixes” providing temporar>' broadband access via cellular-based hot

spots are not effective as cell tower coverage is also very limited in our county.)

The decision to break the state into “blocks” puts Marlboro County and other rural unserved areas

at a serious disadvantage. Extension of the limited existing broadband infrastructure almost

always is originated from some central point in these counties, requiring one block to be traversed
to serve an outlying block. Furthermore, with little or no competition between providers and a

very low population density, there is a slim chance of any provider seeing a return on investment

for infrastructure expansion. Therefore, a county-wide grant for low population, rural counties is

the only opportunity for broadband access improvement.

In light of the decision to consider applications block by block, it is counterintuitive to use county
wide school statistics instead of block statistics. The applications are heavily weighted towards

counties with student poverty percentages in excess of 86% - our county's student poverty statistics

are at 85.3%. If considered block by block (like every other criteria), half of Marlboro County's
blocks exhibit student poverty far in excess of the 86% number.

Post Office Box 419, Bennettsville, South Carolina 2951 2
843.479.5600 www.marlborocounty.sc.gov



April 16, 2021

Page Two

In closing, we reiterate our full support for Sandhill's grant applications and ask that you

consider our situation and the points made above in your evaluation of these requests. Please

feel free to contact County Administrator Ron Munnerlyn at 843-439-0238 if you require
additional information.

Sincerely,

;on Steen, Council Chair

Post Office Box 41 9, Bennettsville. South Carolina 29512
vvivvv. marlborocounty. sc.gov843.479.5600
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south Cjfoltna Broadband Infrastructure Project
Corcnavirus Aid. Relief and Economic Security or CARES Act"

To Whom It Way Concern.

t am vsiiting m support of Siindhil! Telephone Cooperative''s application for a second round of CARES Act funding
lor continued broadband infrastructure enpansion in Marlboro County. I serve as past Chairman and current
acting f vecutive Director of the Board of Directors of the Marlboro County General Hospital, a private
toundation created m 1982, and as a past member of the Scotland Health Care System Board of Trustees, a
system based in Laurinburg, NC that has been providing access to primary and speaally care physicians in
Marlboro County for over 15 years.

Less than a month ago, I was one of the many residents of Marlboro County who relied on broadband access via
cellular based hot spots which is a very unreliable system. Many folks are still required to work from home as
much as possible. Schools are trying to return to normal schedule, but many students may still need to rely on
some ■'online* classes. The service limitations of cell tower coverage in our county make this source of internet
conneaion extremety unreliable and creates an extremely poor working and learning environment. I have
recently benefited from the fi rst round of the Sandhill's broadband expansion and can attest to many benefits
and cost savings this infraslruaure expansion project provides. Continued expansion will enhance the distance
learning capabilities of our school system and allow our citizens to fulfill their job duties effectively.

Limited access to health care is another great concern for Marlboro County. In 1982 our hospital was sold to
HCA, In 2015 Community Health Systems dosed our hospital. Like other counties m South Carolina, losing our
hospital has had a terribly negative impact on the health of our citizens as well as a negative economic impact.
Even though Scotland Health Care System. CareSouth Carolina and McLeod Health each provide some services in
the county, Marlboro County is a Medically Underserved area, designated as a High Needs Health Professional
Shortage Area for Primary Care and Mental Health. Primary Care and Mental Health are the two access to care
limitations that lelehealth toots can help us overcome. Reliable broadband internet throughout the county will
greatly increase the telehealth services available to our citizens.

Thank you for your consideration of the needs of Marlboro County.

Sincerely.

o /
Jane B. Rogers

.Marliniro C'ountv (●encrai Hnvpital
>tarlfK»ro County (ieiirral Hospital Charity I rust

r.O. Box 388
400 Tyson Avenue

Bennettyyille.se 29512
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April 19, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

As Superintendent of Schools, one of my major responsibilities is to ensure that all students are
afforded an opportunity for a quality education. Prior to the current pandemic Covid-19, we were
making gains. Our students are now 1:1 with technology devices and our staff is increasingly doing
more to support instructional technology. In March of 2020, we had to make a fast adjustment and
provide instruction using a total virtual platform. Marlboro County does not have the services of
larger counties and municipalities, therefore, we have been stymied as our students have not been
able to receive services either at all or not adequately enough to maintain a consistent school
schedule. This has created a barrier in areas such as attendance, academics and funding.

I am writing in support of Sandhill Telephone Cooperative's applications for CARES Act funding for
broadband infrastructure extension in Marlboro County. Marlboro County has long been neglected
and hindered in services related to broadband well behind other counties in the State. Even from a
local standpoint, we are severely disadvantaged from access to local issues or advancements that
would not only benefit education but local businesses as well. Therefore, a countywide grant for low
population, rural counties such as this may be the only opportunity for broadband access
improvement. Marlboro County School District currently has just under 90% of its students living in
what is commonly referred to as '‘tow-poverty’’ households. The pandemic has created a progressive
pathway for technological expansion in education and broadband is the tool that we need to remain
progressive. Education is the surest way that we can level the field for our youth and for this
community.

Working with our local county government and Ron Munnerlyn, has presented us this opportunity to
show how all county entities are connected regardless of the infrastructure of the organization and
how we should always work towards bettering our citizens. For this we are thankful but without
approval, it will leave us not only back at point zero but our students even further behind. Having
limited access to a broadband infrastructure has been crippling In many areas and it has restricted
our student’s educational gro>A/th.

In closing, we reiterate our full support for Sandhill’s grant applications and ask that you consider our
circumstances, barriers, limitations in your assessment of our requests. Please feel free to contact
me if you require additional information.

Sincerely,

Gregory A. McCord. Ed.D.

M«irlboro County School District
P.O. Box 947 ● 122 Broad Street

Bennettsv.lle, SC 29512-0947

Phoi^e 1843)521-7631

cc; Larry McNeil, Board of Trustees, Chairma

#345 gmccord@m3rlboro.<]2.sc.us



marlboro countyECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP^

WHERE partnerships make the Difference!
PO Box 653, 214 East Market Street,
Bennettsville, SC 29512
Tel: 843.479.5626 Fax: 843.479.2663

April 16,2021

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing in support of Sandhill Telephone Cooperative’s applications for CARES Act
funding for Phase Two of broadband infrastructure extension in Marlboro County. The

Marlboro County Economic Development Partnership supports these applications.

Broadband access in our County is almost nonexistent making it very difficult for industries and
businesses to conduct their day-to-day business in an efficient manner. Many businesses rely on
broadband access via cellular-based hot spots. The service limitations of cell tower coverage in
our County make this source of internet cormection very imreliable and creates a very poor
working environment. Expansion of Broadband infrastructure is needed to attract new
businesses and industries to our area.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Andy Rogers, Chairman



NORTHEASTERN
TECHNICAL COLLEGE

April 16.2021

To Whom It May Concern:

I  am writing in support of Sandhill Telephone Cooperative's applications for CARES Act
funding for broadband infrastructure extension in Marlboro County (South Carolina). This

application was prepared in partnership with Marlboro County Administrator. Mr. Ron

Munnerlyn and has the full support of Northeastern Technical College. Sandhill Telephone
Cooperative is an experienced, not-for-profit, internet service provider currently serving
Marlboro County. Their experience and community-centered approach make them the perfect
partner for this project.

Sandhill Telephone Cooperative and Northeastern Technical College (NETC) have an
established partnership to provide free broadband service to NETC students, in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The circumstances surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic highlighted
and increased the demand for broadband access for citizens in rural areas such as Marlboro

County.

Within the past year, the Marlboro County School District (along with other school districts
across the state) has heavily relied on online instruction, which has required significant upgrades
to the broadband infrastructure of rural counties such as Marlboro County (South Carolina).
These upgrades are vital to the educational success of students, as they directly impact academic
accessibility and instruction for all Marlboro County residents.

In closing, we extend our full support for SandhilTs grant application. You may contact me directly
at (843) 921-6901 or via email at kwagner@netc.edu should you require additional information.

Sincerely.

fiAi!).

Kyle Wagner, Pli.D.

Northeastern Technical College, President

1201 Chesterfield Highway ● Cheraw, SC 29520
Phone (843)921-6901 ● Fax (843) 537-6148

www.netc.edii



Town of Blenheim
Post Office Box 88

Blenheim, S.C. 29516
Clert(/T reasurer
Martha McQuage

Mayor
Bobby Brock

Council
Toma Dees
Freddy Brock
slohn Nolan
Carl Freeman

April 16, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

This has reference to applications by Sandhill Telephone Cooperative for Cares Act funding
for Broadband Infrastructure extension in Marlboro County. Phase one has been completed
and now we need funding for Phase Two which will provide these services to the majority of
our County. The Town of Blenheim continues to support Broadband provided by Sandhill
Connections and we anxiously await Phase Two. Sandhill Connections is a not-for-profit,
internet provider serving Marlboro County.

Broadband access in our County was almost nonexistent, however Phase One has provided
service to the Towns of Blenheim. Clio and McColl, now if Phase Two funding is approved
many additional areas in our County will have access to Broadband.

The Town of Blenheim fully supports Sandhill's grant application and therefore your
consideration to approve this grant should be based on the need to provide our students with
access to the internet for virtual lessons.

Sincerely,

Bobby Brock, Mayor
Town of Blenheim



TOWN OF CLIO

Mayor
Ben Petrone T PF

101 Calhoun Street
P.O.Box 487

Cfio. SC 29525-0487
843-M6-9428Te{
843-586-7733 Fax

o.
Council

Cathy Hcisel
Samuel McCollum

Pearlie Thomas. Sr.
Ken Phillips

fO

9fX

clerk^ikisc.gov

April 16,2021

To Whom It May Concern:

This in reference to applications by Sandhill Teleph

second round of Cares Act funding to continue the broadband infrastructure
extension in

one Cooperative for the

Marlboro County. The Town of Clio fully supports these

applications. Sandhill is a not-for-profit, internet provider serving Marlboro
County.

Broadband access in our Town is almost nonexistent with only .6% of households
having access. The need for broadband access is essential for on-line classes for
our School System. Our county's student poverty statistics are 85.3% and certainly
should be considered as an important part of broadband coverage for our county.
A county wide grant for low population, rural counties is the only opportunity for
broadband access improvement.

The Town of Clio fully supports Sandhill's grant application and therefore

your Consideration to approve this grant should be based on the need to

provide our students with access to the internet for virtual lessons, and to

our residents for employment searches.

Sincerely

Ben Petrone

Mayor, Town of Clio

Home of the Clio Cotton Festival
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	Applicant Name/Organization: Sandhill Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
	Applicant FCC Registration Number (FRN): 0001886464
	Primary Contact Name: Lee Chambers
	Mailing Address: 122 S. Main St
	City, State, Zip: Jefferson, SC 29718
	Title: CEO
	Phone Number: 8436586379
	Email: lee.chambers@mysandhill.net
	Date of Applicant’s Initial FCC Form 477 Submission _es_:signer:date: 5/01/00
	Date of Applicant’s Most Recent FCC Form 477 Submission_es_:signer:date: 12/30/20
	Check Box11: Yes
	Check Box12: Off
	Check Box13: Yes
	Check Box14: Yes
	Counties: Marlboro
	Cities/Towns/Municipalities: Wallace, Blenheim, Clio, Bennettsville, McColl
	Households: 4026
	Businesses: 25
	Health Care Facilities: 2
	Community Anchor Institutions: 0
	Educational Institutions: 3
	Counties2: 
	Cities/Towns/Municipalities2: 
	Households2: 
	Businesses2: 
	Health Care Facilities2: 
	Community Anchor Institutions2: 
	Educational Institutions2: 
	Check Box29: Yes
	Check Box30: Off
	Check Box31: Off
	Check Box32: Off
	Fiber to the Premises   Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds: 100/20 low income plan
	Symmetrical hybrid fiber-coax Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds: 
	Non-symmetrical hybrid fiber-coax Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds: 
	Fixed Wireless Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds: 
	Check Box37: Off
	Check Box38: Off
	Check Box39: Off
	Check Box40: Off
	Check Box41: Yes
	Project Start Date _es_:signer:date: 06/21
	Project Construction Activity Begins_es_:signer:date: 06/21
	Project Construction Activity Complete_es_:signer:date: 9/22
	Installations Begin_es_:signer:date: 12/21
	Installations End_es_:signer:date: 10/22
	Overall Project Completion Date_es_:signer:date: 10/22
	Total Project Cost: $8,784,880
	Upfront Cost Requirements: $1,000,000
	Cost of Building and/or Extending Infrastructure to Customer Premises: $1,500,000
	Average Cost per Location Served (all locations or structures): $2,182
	Average Cost per Housing Unit: $2,182
	Average Cost per Business: $2,182
	South Carolina Rural Broadband Grant Program Funds requested: $4,392,440
	Applicant-Provided Funding: $4,392,440
	Third-Party Funding Amount: 0
	Third-Party Funding Source(s): all funding on Sandhill's portion will be from general fund accounts with First Citizens Bank 
	Text58: Sandhill has been in business since 1951 and providing internet services since 1996, first through dial up, then in 1998 through DSL.  From 1998 to 2010, a robust fiber transport network was built connecting all 7 central office locations as well as 40 additional remote equipment locations.  In 2010, Sandhill began overlaying their network with fiber optic cable capable of providing Fiber to the Premise services.   Starting around this timeframe, VDSL was also incorporated into the network to increase the capacity of the existing copper plant to support 25/3 services, with 45 additional DSLAM locations added to the network to further push high speed broadband out to the more rural locations.

In 2014, Sandhill entered into an agreement with MetroCast Cable to purchase the existing cable plant serving the towns of Bennettsville, McColl, and Clio in Marlboro County.  Since that time, fiber has been extensively added to the network and equipment to support a DOCSIS 3.1 system as well as fiber GPON.   Over $7 Million dollars has been spent to upgrade plant facilities in Marlboro County, including FTTP services now being offered in the Wallace community.
	Text59: Telemedicine- Telemedicine, which is key to screening and health care for COVID-19, is dependent on broadband access.    This magnifies the need for telemedicine capabilities.
Distance Learning  K-12 -a large percentage of households in this Project Area have less than 25/3 Mb access to broadband.  Cellular based “hot spots” have been utilized in some parts of the state however the cellular tower coverage necessary to connect these hot sports is very limited in the County, many times rendering the hot spots useless.
Post-secondary- as with the K-12, lack of access and mobile hotspot challenges severely limit student ability to access distance learning.  
Work at Home-Many employers have responded to COVID-19 pandemic by assigning employees to “work from home”.  The limited access to broadband has made this impossible for some, threatening the employment of these individuals and viability of the impacted business/industry.
	Text60: Marlboro County Government has partnered with Sandhill to develop an initiative to improve broadband access. This plan has been well publicized in the community and has received widespread support from all entities – government, faith-based and other community groups.    All of these groups are committed to publicizing and promoting any extension of broadband service.

Sandhill is currently marketing using the local newspaper and billboards around the county to advertise our availability of gigabit capable broadband for the community.   Direct fliers are also being mailed out as we expand into new territory as well as promotional options such as free installation to try and drive up adoption rates.  There is a great hunger for high speed broadband in Marlboro County and once word gets out that we are in a new area, word of mouth advertising appears to be one of our best modes of communication.   As we install customers, we are placing yard signs letting other neighbors know that they now have fiber to the home service.
	Text61: Sandhill provides a full accounting each year by an independent auditor to ORS of our balance sheet.  We currently have investment accounts with First Citizens and Wells Fargo and plan on funding the 50% stake by our general funds without need to borrow additional dollars.   
As stated before, these projects were all ones we intended on trying to start next year, but with Covid and requests from the community, plan on starting this year if we can obtain additional funds to do so.

Any additional accounting statements needed can be provided upon request.
	Text62: All franchise, interconnection agreements, and pole attachment agreements are already in place and would not be needed to be secured in order to start these projects.   There may be some railroad crossings that would require permits still needed depending on the project, but Sandhill feels confident in obtaining these for these projects.  If necessary, we have existing railroad crossing permits we could utilize that would require some small redesign.
	Signature63_es_:signer:signature: C Lee Chambers
	Print Name of Signatory:: C Lee Chambers
	Title of Signatory: CEO
	Date_es_:signer:date: 4/19/21


