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 APPLICATION 

South Carolina 2021 Rural Broadband Grant Program 

Applicant Information 

Applicant Name/Organization 

Applicant FCC Registration Number (FRN) 

Primary Contact Name Title 

Mailing Address 

City, State, Zip 

Broadband Service Provider Experience 

Phone Number 

Email 

Date of Applicant’s Initial FCC Form 477 Submission 

Date of Applicant’s Most Recent FCC Form 477 Submission 

Applicant and/or Project Partner has Experience: 

Delivering broadband service via fiber and/or hybrid fiber-coax infrastructure 

Delivering broadband service via fixed wireless infrastructure 

Building and operating broadband networks in rural areas 

Operating broadband networks in low-moderate income areas 

Project Area Information 

Eligible County Impact 

Counties 
(list) 

Cities/Towns/Municipalities 
(list) 

Households 

Businesses 

Health Care Facilities 

Community Anchor Institutions 

Educational Institutions 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
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Contiguous County Impact 

Counties 
(list) 

Cities/Towns/Municipalities 
(list) 

Households 

Businesses 

Health Care Facilities 

Community Anchor Institutions 

Educational Institutions 

Broadband Infrastructure Information 
Indicate the type(s) of broadband infrastructure technology to be deployed in the project area. 

Fiber to the Premises   Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds 

Hybrid fiber-coax Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds 
(symmetrical upload/download speeds) 

Hybrid fiber-coax Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds 
(non-symmetrical upload/download speeds) 

Fixed wireless Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds

□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
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Broadband Pricing Schedules or Tiers 
Indicate all rate tiers for wireline projects of at least 100/20 Mbps or fixed wireless at 50/5 
Mbps or faster that will be offered to customers in the project area: 

Rates less than $10/month 

Rates between $10 - $14.99/month 

Rates between $15 - $19.99/month 

Rates between $20 - $24.99/month 

Rates between $25 - $34.99/month 

Project Timeline 

Project Start Date 

Project Construction Activity Begins 

Project Construction Activity Complete 

Customer Premises 

Installations Begin 

Installations End 

Overall Project Completion Date 

Project Cost Information 

Total Project Cost 

Upfront Cost Requirements 

Cost of Building and/or Extending 
Infrastructure to Customer Premises 

Average Cost per Location Served 
(all locations or structures)

Average Cost per Housing Unit 

Average Cost per Business 

Project Funding Information 

South Carolina Rural Broadband Grant Program Funds requested ($)

Applicant-Provided Funding ($)

Non-Public Funding

Amount ($)

Source(s) 

□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
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Additional Information 

1) Describe Applicant's and/or project Partner's experience building and/or operating broadband
networks.

2) Describe how your proposal meets the needs of the community to be served as described in the
"Guidelines."

3) Describe any plans or programs you have developed to improve adoption in the community described
in this proposal. Please include letters of support from key community partners that indicate their
awareness of your project.

4) Provide documents that demonstrate your organization currently has the necessary funds
(50% of total project cost) to complete this project/proposal. List documents here and attach
documents to this proposal.

5) List any lease, franchise agreement, interconnection agreement, authorization, permit, or other items
needed to complete this project.
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Attachments and Exhibits 

Please attach the following items to application: 
• Map of project area (PDF and Shapefile formats)

• Letters of support evidencing community need and strategic partnerships
• Any additional information evidencing community need for project
• Most recent FCC Form 477 filing

Certification and Signature 

CERTIFICATION: The Applicant certifies that information included in this application is factual to their 
knowledge. 

Signature: 

Print Name of Signatory:

Title of Signatory: 

Date: 

All questions and completed applications should be submitted to Broadband@ORS.SC.GOV

Facsimile signatures and email signatures shall be as effective as original signatures to bind any party. 

mailto:Broadband@ors.sc.gov
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Charles McCoy, Mayor 

April 15, 2021 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Town of Bethune Council Members: Don Witham 

John Heflin Cynthia Hunter 
Susan Trimnal Holley 

Please accept this letter as full support of Sandhill Telephone Cooperative's application for CARES 
Act funding for broadband infrastructure extension in Marlboro County. 

As the Mayor for the Town of Bethune, I have witnessed and listened to the frustrations of the 
citizens, business owners, as well as educators due to lack of broadband service both within the 
town limit and rural areas of our community. The statistics speak for themselves. 

It is well past the time that our citizens receive the much-needed technology to survive in today's 
world. The pandemic issues are only another added layer of frustration for folks having to work and 
utilize virtual technology, in a community known as a "technology desert". 

I humbly ask that Sandhill Telephone Cooperative be awarded the long overdue funding to assist in 
obtaining broadband service. 

Yours in Service, 

~~c~ 
Charles E. McCoy 
Mayor 

PO Box 447, 101 Elm St., Bethune SC 29009 Ph. 843-334-6238 Fax 843-334-6114 



Charles McCoy, Mayor 

April 15, 2021 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Town of Bethune Council Members: Don Witham 

John Heflin Cynthia Hunter 
Susan Trimnal Holley 

Please accept this letter as full support of Sandhill Telephone Cooperative's application for CARES 
Act fund ing for broadband infrastructure extension in Marlboro County. 

As one of the councilmen for the Town of Bethune, I have witnessed and listened to the frustrations 
of the citizens, business owners, as well as educators due to lack of broadband service both within 
the town limit and rural areas of our community. The statistics speak for themselves. 

It is well past the time that our citizens receive the much-needed technology to survive in today's 
world. The pandemic issues are only another added layer of frustration for folks having to work and 
utilize virtual technology, in a community known as a " technology desert" . 

I humbly ask that Sandhill Telephone Cooperative be awarded the long overdue funding to assist in 
obtaining broadband service. 

Sincerely, 

Donald Witham 

PO Box 447, 101 Elm St., Bethune SC 29009 Ph. 843-334-6238 Fax 843-334-6114 
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	Applicant Name/Organization: Sandhill Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
	Applicant FCC Registration Number (FRN): 0001886464
	Primary Contact Name: Lee Chambers
	Mailing Address: 122 S. Main St
	City, State, Zip: Jefferson, SC 29718
	Title: CEO
	Phone Number: 8436586379
	Email: lee.chambers@mysandhill.net
	Date of Applicant’s Initial FCC Form 477 Submission _es_:signer:date: 5/01/00
	Date of Applicant’s Most Recent FCC Form 477 Submission_es_:signer:date: 12/30/20
	Check Box11: Yes
	Check Box12: Off
	Check Box13: Yes
	Check Box14: Yes
	Counties: 
	Cities/Towns/Municipalities: 
	Households: 
	Businesses: 
	Health Care Facilities: 
	Community Anchor Institutions: 
	Educational Institutions: 
	Counties2: Kershaw
	Cities/Towns/Municipalities2: Bethune
	Households2: 779
	Businesses2: 5
	Health Care Facilities2: 0
	Community Anchor Institutions2: 2
	Educational Institutions2: 0
	Check Box29: Yes
	Check Box30: Off
	Check Box31: Off
	Check Box32: Off
	Fiber to the Premises   Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds: 100/20 low income plan
	Symmetrical hybrid fiber-coax Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds: 
	Non-symmetrical hybrid fiber-coax Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds: 
	Fixed Wireless Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds: 
	Check Box37: Off
	Check Box38: Off
	Check Box39: Off
	Check Box40: Off
	Check Box41: Yes
	Project Start Date _es_:signer:date: 06/21
	Project Construction Activity Begins_es_:signer:date: 06/21
	Project Construction Activity Complete_es_:signer:date: 9/22
	Installations Begin_es_:signer:date: 12/21
	Installations End_es_:signer:date: 10/22
	Overall Project Completion Date_es_:signer:date: 10/22
	Total Project Cost: $1,326,600
	Upfront Cost Requirements: $250,000
	Cost of Building and/or Extending Infrastructure to Customer Premises: ~$400,000
	Average Cost per Location Served (all locations or structures): $1702
	Average Cost per Housing Unit: $1702
	Average Cost per Business: $1702
	South Carolina Rural Broadband Grant Program Funds requested: $663,300
	Applicant-Provided Funding: $663,300
	Third-Party Funding Amount: $0
	Third-Party Funding Source(s): all funding on Sandhill's portion will be from general fund accounts with First Citizens Bank 
	Text58: Sandhill has been in business since 1951 and providing internet services since 1996, first through dial up, then in 1998 through DSL.  From 1998 to 2010, a robust fiber transport network was built connecting all 7 central office locations as well as 40 additional remote equipment locations.  In 2010, Sandhill began overlaying their network with fiber optic cable capable of providing Fiber to the Premise services.   Starting around this timeframe, VDSL was also incorporated into the network to increase the capacity of the existing copper plant to support 25/3 services, with 45 additional DSLAM locations added to the network to further push high speed broadband out to the more rural locations.
	Text59: Telemedicine- Telemedicine, which is key to screening and health care for COVID-19, is dependent on broadband access.    This magnifies the need for telemedicine capabilities.
Distance Learning  K-12 -a large percentage of households in this Project Area have less than 25/3 Mb access to broadband.  Cellular based “hot spots” have been utilized in some parts of the state however the cellular tower coverage necessary to connect these hot sports is very limited in the County, many times rendering the hot spots useless.
Post-secondary- as with the K-12, lack of access and mobile hotspot challenges severely limit student ability to access distance learning.  
Work at Home-Many employers have responded to COVID-19 pandemic by assigning employees to “work from home”.  The limited access to broadband has made this impossible for some, threatening the employment of these individuals and viability of the impacted business/industry.
	Text60: Sandhill is currently marketing using the local newspaper and billboards around the county to advertise our availability of gigabit capable broadband for the community.   Direct fliers are also being mailed out as we expand into new territory as well as promotional options such as free installation to try and drive up adoption rates.  There is a great hunger for high speed broadband in Marlboro County and once word gets out that we are in a new area, word of mouth advertising appears to be one of our best modes of communication.   As we install customers, we are placing yard signs letting other neighbors know that they now have fiber to the home service.
	Text61: Sandhill provides a full accounting each year by an independent auditor to ORS of our balance sheet.  We currently have investment accounts with First Citizens and Wells Fargo and plan on funding the 50% stake by our general funds without need to borrow additional dollars.   

Any additional accounting statements needed can be provided upon request.
	Text62: All franchise, interconnection agreements, and pole attachment agreements are already in place and would not be needed to be secured in order to start these projects.   There may be some railroad crossings that would require permits still needed depending on the project, but Sandhill feels confident in obtaining these for these projects.  If necessary, we have existing railroad crossing permits we could utilize that would require some small redesign.
	Signature63_es_:signer:signature: C Lee Chambers
	Print Name of Signatory:: C Lee Chambers
	Title of Signatory: CEO
	Date_es_:signer:date: 4/19/21


