SOUTH CAROLINA 2021 RURAL BROADBAND GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION

APPLICATION
South Carolina 2021 Rural Broadband Grant Program

Applicant Information
Applicant Name/Organization United Telephone Company of the Carolinas, LLC (d/b/a CenturyLink)

Applicant FCC Registration Number (FRN) 0018626853

Primary Contact Name Derek Kelly Titte Government Affairs Director
Mailing Address 150 Fayetteville St., Suite 970 Phone Number 910-973-4550
City, State, Zip Raleigh, NC 27601 Email derek.kelly@lumen.com

Broadband Service Provider Experience
Date of Applicant’s Initial FCC Form 477 Submission June 30, 2014 (FCC records show this, but we believe it was earlier)
Date of Applicant's Most Recent FCC Form 477 Submission December 31, 2020

Applicant and/or Project Partner has Experience:

[]| Delivering broadband service via fiber and/or hybrid fiber-coax infrastructure

Delivering broadband service via fixed wireless infrastructure

[]
(]| Building and operating broadband networks in rural areas
[

Operating broadband networks in low-moderate income areas

Project Area Information

Eligible County Impact

Counties Cities/Towns/Municipalities

list list
(st Orangeburg County (st Eutawville

Households 2 665

Community Anchor Institutions 18
Businesses 127

Educational Institutions 2
Health Care Facilities 9
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SOUTH CAROLINA 2021 RURAL BROADBAND GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION

Contiguous County Impact

Counties Cities/Towns/Municipalities
(list) (list)
Households

Community Anchor Institutions
Businesses

Educational Institutions
Health Care Facilities

Broadband Infrastructure Information
Indicate the type(s) of broadband infrastructure technology to be deployed in the project area.

]| Fibertothe Premises Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds Gigabit (940/940 Mbps)

Hybrid fiber-coax Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds
(symmetrical upload/download speeds)

Hybrid fiber-coax Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds
(non-symmetrical upload/download speeds)

Fixed wireless Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds
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SOUTH CAROLINA 2021 RURAL BROADBAND GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION

Broadband Pricing Schedules or Tiers
Indicate all rate tiers for wireline projects of at least 100/20 Mbps or fixed wireless at 50/5
Mbps or faster that will be offered to customers in the project area:

[]| Rates less than $10/month Rates between $20 - $24.99/month

Rates between $10 - $14.99/month []| Rates between $25 - $34.99/month

[1| Rates between $15 - $19.99/month

Project Timeline

Project Start Date 7/15/2021 Customer Premises
Installations Begin 4/30/2022

Installations End  1(0/31/2022
Overall Project Completion Date 10/31/2022

Project Construction Activity Begins 9/30/2021
Project Construction Activity Complete 7/31/2022

Project Cost Information

i Average Cost per Location Served
Total Project Cost $3’028’51 8 (all locations or structures) $1 074
Upfront Cost Requirements $3 028,518
Cost of Building and/or Extending $0.00 Average Cost per Housing Unit $1,074

Infrastructure to Customer Premises
Average Cost per Business $1 ,074

Project Funding Information
South Carolina Rural Broadband Grant Program Funds requested ($) 1,514,259

Applicant-Provided Funding ($) 1 514 259

Non-Public Funding

Amount ($) $0.00

Source(s)

Page 3 of 5



SOUTH CAROLINA 2021 RURAL BROADBAND GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION

Additional Information

1) Describe Applicant's and/or project Partner's experience building and/or operating broadband
networks.

CenturyLink, through its affiliates (collectively, “CenturyLink”), has been providing phone service within South Carolina
for more than 100 years, and has been serving consumers and businesses with High-speed Internet for more than 20
years. CenturyLink is the second largest U.S. communications provider to global enterprise customers, with
enterprise customers in more than 60 countries and residential customers in 37 states. CenturyLink has a track
record of implementing fiber-to-the-home projects through state broadband grant programs throughout the country.

2) Describe how your proposal meets the needs of the community to be served as described in the
"Guidelines."
This project is included in one of the fourteen eligible counties published on the ORS website. CenturyLink is participating in the
FCC's Emergency Broadband Benefit program, which offers families a $50 credit off CenturyLink's two pricing tiers (100 Mbps
for $49 or Fiber Gigabit (940 Mbps) for $65). CenturyLink is also participating in the Education Super Highway, which allows for
bulk billing from a local government or school district with rates as low as $25/month for 100 Mbps. In addition to the 2,821
locations being served by broadband with speeds below 25x3 Mbps, this project area is currently comprised with 2,225 locations
(79%) currently having speeds of 10x1 Mbps or less and 1,266 locations (45%) having access to speeds of 0 - 3 Mbps.

3) Describe any plans or programs you have developed to improve adoption in the community described
in this proposal. Please include letters of support from key community partners that indicate their
awareness of your project.

CenturyLink has had discussions with the Town of Eutawville's Clerk and has received a letter of support from the
Mayor. CenturyLink has had success in driving immediate adoption with grant projects where we hold community
meetings to discuss the project, benefits, what to expect, and allow for Q&A and will work with the Town on arranging
something similar. CenturyLink's marketing team determines, based on the geography of the impacted households,
the best method of marketing the launch. This could include direct mail, yard signs, door hangers, press releases,
and/or mobile marketing. CenturyLink may also utilize a "first on fiber" or "pre-order" system where customers may
reserve their spot and be notified as soon as orders can be placed (this process can also speed up the process of
placing fiber drops to customer's location).

4) Provide documents that demonstrate your organization currently has the necessary funds
(50% of total project cost) to complete this project/proposal. List documents here and attach
documents to this proposal.

CenturyLink's current SEC Filings can be found on our Investor Relations website, found
here: https://ir.lumen.com/financials/sec-filings/default.aspx

Also provided is a letter stating that our Capital Governance team has approved applying
for the grant and will build it into our Capital program upon approval of the grant
application.

5) List any lease, franchise agreement, interconnection agreement, authorization, permit, or other items
needed to complete this project.

CenturyLink will utilize existing real estate for placement of electronics and does not have a need for
franchise agreements or interconnection agreements in order to implement this project. CenturyLink
does have existing poles for placement of aerial fiber and has joint point agreements with other pole
owners in our service footprint to expedite placement of aerial facilities. SCDOT permits may be
required for some areas and our engineers and construction teams have a long-standing
relationship with SCDOT and are comfortable with being able to secure the necessary permits in a
timely manner.
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SOUTH CAROLINA 2021 RURAL BROADBAND GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION

Attachments and Exhibits

Please attach the following items to application:

Map of project area (PDF and Shapefile formats)

Letters of support evidencing community need and strategic partnerships
Any additional information evidencing community need for project

Most recent FCC Form 477 filing

Certification and Signature

CERTIFICATION: The Applicant certifies that information included in this application is factual to their
knowledge.

SIgnature: o berek T. Kelly

Print Name of Signatory: Derek T. Kelly

Title of Signatory: Government Affairs Director
Date: May 14, 2021

All questions and completed applications should be submitted to Broadband@ORS.SC.GOV

Facsimile signatures and email signatures shall be as effective as original signatures to bind any party.

South Carolina

Department of Commerce

Just right for business.



mailto:Broadband@ors.sc.gov

Town of Eutawville

220 Porcher Ave. Post Office Box 372 Eutawville, SC 29048
Phone 803.492.3374 from the Desk of Fax 803.492.9443
Email: municipalclerk@eutawvillesc.org M. ayor Brandon L. Weath el_‘f ord Website: www.EutawvilleSC.org

Mr. Tom Allen

Director, Safety, Transportation & Telecommunications
Office of Regulatory Staff

1401 Main Street, Suite 900

Columbia, SC 29201

I am writing in support of Centurylink's grant application in Eutawville in Orangeburg County.
The application is seeking to provide fiber based broadband services to approximately 2,800 homes in
an area that will benefit tremendously from this technology deployment.

Access to broadband is no longer a luxury, but a necessity that serves as an economic engine and
connects a global world. Rural Localities like ours are lacking in this infrastructure that is a foundation
for education, economic growth, job creation, global competitiveness, and quality of life. We see this
grant application as an exciting opportunity to expand broadband service to those areas currently
unserved. This will provide significant and tangible benefits with regards to economic development and
education, by encouraging businesses to come, stay and grow, and allowing our students access to
critical information efficiently in their homes.

The commitment to work in partnership with our localities as well as other educational,
business, and government leaders in the area to develop and implement last mile fiber will greatly
benefit both individuals and businesses through workforce development, community enhancement,
health care and educational opportunities. This project will provide critical broadband services to
unserved and underserved areas and enhance the quality of life and help to stimulate the economy in
this rural region. '

Thank you for your consideration of our grant application to bring broadband fiber to our
communities. If you have any questions regarding our support, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

527 s A

Brandon L Weatherford
Mayor



= < CenturyLink-

May 12, 2021

Office of Regulatory Statff
1401 Main St, Suite 900
Columbia, SC 29201

Tom Allen:

The application for the Rural Broadband Grant Program requires demonstration of current
availability of funds for the project. CenturyLink is ranked in the top 200 largest companies
according to Fortune’s annual list. In South Carolina, CenturyLink has more than $368 Million
in total network investments within South Carolina.

Centurylink has internal approval through our Capital Governance process, which allocates
capital spending for North America, to spend $3,028,518 as part of our Orangeburg County/
Eutawville application.

If you have any additional questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 919-
873-5824.

Sincerely,

s

Steve Brewer
Director of Government Affairs

Filed electronically

150 Fayetteville St., Suite 970
Raleigh, NC 27601

Tel: 919.873-5824
www.centurylink.com
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Boundaries shown are approximate. For verification of unique addresses or locations, contact your local CenturyLink representative.

Hunter Deckelman
5/6/2021
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	Applicant Name/Organization: United Telephone Company of the Carolinas, LLC (d/b/a CenturyLink)
	Applicant FCC Registration Number (FRN): 0018626853
	Primary Contact Name: Derek Kelly
	Mailing Address: 150 Fayetteville St., Suite 970
	City, State, Zip: Raleigh, NC 27601
	Title: Government Affairs Director
	Phone Number: 910-973-4550
	Email: derek.kelly@lumen.com
	Date of Applicant’s Initial FCC Form 477 Submission _es_:signer:date: June 30, 2014 (FCC records show this, but we believe it was earlier)
	Date of Applicant’s Most Recent FCC Form 477 Submission_es_:signer:date: December 31, 2020
	Check Box11: Yes
	Check Box12: Yes
	Check Box13: Yes
	Check Box14: Yes
	Counties: Orangeburg County
	Cities/Towns/Municipalities: Eutawville
	Households: 2,665
	Businesses: 127
	Health Care Facilities: 9
	Community Anchor Institutions: 18
	Educational Institutions: 2
	Counties2: 
	Cities/Towns/Municipalities2: 
	Households2: 
	Businesses2: 
	Health Care Facilities2: 
	Community Anchor Institutions2: 
	Educational Institutions2: 
	Check Box29: Yes
	Check Box30: Off
	Check Box31: Off
	Check Box32: Off
	Fiber to the Premises   Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds: Gigabit (940/940 Mbps)
	Symmetrical hybrid fiber-coax Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds: 
	Non-symmetrical hybrid fiber-coax Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds: 
	Fixed Wireless Minimum Sustainable Download/Upload Speeds: 
	Check Box37: Yes
	Check Box38: Off
	Check Box39: Yes
	Check Box40: Off
	Check Box41: Yes
	Project Start Date _es_:signer:date: 7/15/2021
	Project Construction Activity Begins_es_:signer:date: 9/30/2021
	Project Construction Activity Complete_es_:signer:date: 7/31/2022
	Installations Begin_es_:signer:date: 4/30/2022
	Installations End_es_:signer:date: 10/31/2022
	Overall Project Completion Date_es_:signer:date: 10/31/2022
	Total Project Cost: $3,028,518
	Upfront Cost Requirements: $3,028,518
	Cost of Building and/or Extending Infrastructure to Customer Premises: $0.00 
	Average Cost per Location Served (all locations or structures): $1,074
	Average Cost per Housing Unit: $1,074
	Average Cost per Business: $1,074
	South Carolina Rural Broadband Grant Program Funds requested: 1,514,259
	Applicant-Provided Funding: 1,514,259
	Third-Party Funding Amount: $0.00
	Third-Party Funding Source(s): 
	Text58: CenturyLink, through its affiliates (collectively, “CenturyLink”), has been providing phone service within South Carolina for more than 100 years, and has been serving consumers and businesses with High-speed Internet for more than 20 years. CenturyLink is the second largest U.S. communications provider to global enterprise customers, with enterprise customers in more than 60 countries and residential customers in 37 states. CenturyLink has a track record of implementing fiber-to-the-home projects through state broadband grant programs throughout the country.
	Text59: This project is included in one of the fourteen eligible counties published on the ORS website. CenturyLink is participating in the FCC's Emergency Broadband Benefit program, which offers families a $50 credit off CenturyLink's two pricing tiers (100 Mbps for $49 or Fiber Gigabit (940 Mbps) for $65).  CenturyLink is also participating in the Education Super Highway, which allows for bulk billing from a local government or school district with rates as low as $25/month for 100 Mbps.  In addition to the 2,821 locations being served by broadband with speeds below 25x3 Mbps, this project area is currently comprised with 2,225 locations (79%) currently having speeds of 10x1 Mbps or less and 1,266 locations (45%) having access to speeds of 0 - 3 Mbps.   
	Text60: CenturyLink has had discussions with the Town of Eutawville's Clerk and has received a letter of support from the Mayor. CenturyLink has had success in driving immediate adoption with grant projects where we hold community meetings to discuss the project, benefits, what to expect, and allow for Q&A and will work with the Town on arranging something similar. CenturyLink's marketing team determines, based on the geography of the impacted households, the best method of marketing the launch. This could include direct mail, yard signs, door hangers, press releases, and/or mobile marketing. CenturyLink may also utilize a "first on fiber" or "pre-order" system where customers may reserve their spot and be notified as soon as orders can be placed (this process can also speed up the process of placing fiber drops to customer's location). 
	Text61: CenturyLink's current SEC Filings can be found on our Investor Relations website, found here: https://ir.lumen.com/financials/sec-filings/default.aspx 

Also provided is a letter stating that our Capital Governance team has approved applying for the grant and will build it into our Capital program upon approval of the grant application. 
	Text62: CenturyLink will utilize existing real estate for placement of electronics and does not have a need for franchise agreements or interconnection agreements in order to implement this project. CenturyLink does have existing poles for placement of aerial fiber and has joint point agreements with other pole owners in our service footprint to expedite placement of aerial facilities. SCDOT permits may be required for some areas and our engineers and construction teams have a long-standing relationship with SCDOT and are comfortable with being able to secure the necessary permits in a timely manner.  
	Signature63_es_:signer:signature: /s/ Derek T. Kelly
	Print Name of Signatory:: Derek T. Kelly
	Title of Signatory: Government Affairs Director
	Date_es_:signer:date: May 14, 2021


