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Executive Summary 2024-2025

The South Carolina Broadband Office (SCBBO), part of the Office of
Regulatory Staff (ORS), presents its annual report to the South Carolina
General Assembly. This report summarizes activities and work completed by
the SCBBO in the State Fiscal Year of 2025 (July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025).

Over the past fiscal year, the SCBBO made significant strategic investments
to advance broadband access across the state. The SCBBO focused on
developing new broadband grant programs and monitoring existing initiatives
to maximize the impact of investments and expand broadband infrastructure

to South Carolinians. Project specifics are detailed in the appendix.




State Managed Investments

Fayetieville

Broadband Equity, Access,
and Deployment (BEAD)
Program

The SCBBO continued to develop the grant
program to manage BEAD federal funding.
The BEAD program was established under
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
(IDA) and is administered by the National
Telecommunications  and Information
Administration (NTIA) within the U.S.
Department of Commerce.

; Scan the QR Code on
HeS $ the left to view SCBBO’s
= EQh Interactive BEAD Web Map
During the fiscal year, the SCBBO received NTIA approval for its Initial Proposal Volume Il and
completed the BEAD Challenge process, confirming 34,443 federally eligible Broadband
Serviceable Locations (BSLs). While awaiting further federal guidance, the SCBBO launched
the BEAD Eligibility Cleanup (BEC) phase to ensure funding is directed only to unserved and
underserved areas. As part of this effort, BSLs verified as
already served or identified as non-serviceable structures — such as sheds, park shelters, or
similar locations not requiring broadband access — were removed from the eligibility map to
support timely and fiscally
responsible deployment.

In June, anticipated federal guidance was issued from the NTIA in the form of the BEAD
Restructuring Policy Notice. In response, the SCBBO redesigned the state’s grant program to
align with updated

requirements and continued progress toward program launch.

At the conclusion of the BEC Phase, the SCBBO determined that 20,480 locations remain
eligible for BEAD funding. The SCBBO Final Proposal recommends the use of funding to
connect all remaining BEAD-eligible unserved and underserved locations across the state.
The SCBBO anticipates launching the BEAD grant program’s application phase during the fall
of 2025.

Additional SC BEAD program updates and information are available on the ORS website:
https://ors.sc.gov/broadband/office/investments/state/bead.



American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)

The SCBBO funded 129 broadband projects using ARPA funds, awarding
$391,464,913 (99.8%) for infrastructure and less than 1% for non-
infrastructure expenses. Combined with $266,383,272 in private-sector
match, these projects resulted in an estimated $664,950,103 in
broadband infrastructure investment across South Carolina, reflecting a
40.1% overall match rate from non-ARPA funds, including other federal
and private investments. The last ARPA agreement was signed on
December 2, 2024. Throughout the program's lifespan, various
amendments have been executed to adjust project scope and
redistribute unused funds. During the fiscal year, 61 amendments added
a net 3,503 eligible locations across projects requiring no additional
ARPA funding. The amendments allowed those locations to receive
broadband access in a more expeditious and cost-effective manner than
funding the same locations through the SC BEAD program. From July 1,
2024, to June 30, 2025, 38 ARPA-funded broadband projects were
successfully closed. In total, 60 of the 129 awarded ARPA projects have
been formally closed. These completed projects have resulted in
broadband access to 43,545 locations statewide.
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Rural Broadband Grant Program (RBGP)

Remaining funds from the RBGP funding were used to expand three
broadband deployment projects to provide access to unserved and
underserved BSLs. These projects are scheduled for completion by
December 31, 2025.

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security Act (CARES Act Il)

Remaining funds from the CARES Act were used to award additional
broadband deployment projects to provide access to unserved and
underserved BSLs. These projects are scheduled for completion by June
30, 2026.




State-Based Legislative

Recommendations

The South Carolina Broadband Office appreciates the support it has
received from the General Assembly. At this point, the SCBBO has no
additional recommendations to present regarding legislative, regulatory,
or governmental actions to promote broadband access. The SCBBO will
continue to engage stakeholders and monitor implementation
challenges as projects progress.

Conclusion

Over the next year, the SCBBO will continue managing ongoing projects
and prepare to launch the SC BEAD Program, which currently serves as
its final broadband deployment grant initiative to expand reliable internet
access to all remaining unserved and underserved eligible locations in
the state. With the support of state leadership, the SCBBO has made
great strides towards closing the digital divide, working in lockstep with
ISPs across the state. This success would not be possible without the
state leadership’s support and encouragement. The investments made
today will serve South Carolinians by providing a world-class
communications network designed and engineered to meet the needs of
consumers and industry for years to come.

SC*EBO

SOUTH CAROLINA BROADBAND OFFICE
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