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Internet For All 

Waiver Request Form 

Complete this form to submit a waiver request. Please reference the applicable program 
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for NTIA waiver guidelines. 

1. Date of Submission:  _______________________________________________

2. Program:  ________________________________________________________

3. Entity Name:  _____________________________________________________

4. Point of Contact:
a. Name:  ______________________________________________________

b. Title:  _______________________________________________________

c. Primary Phone Number:  ________________________________________

d. Email:  ______________________________________________________

5. Project Identification:
a. Project Title:  _________________________________________________

b. Project Identification Number:  ____________________________________

6. NOFO Provision Applicable to Requested Waiver:

__________________________________________________________________

7. Confirmation that Eligible Entity Is Not Seeking Waiver of a Statutory
Requirement:

Affirmed

8. Justification:

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: ___________________________________________________________ 
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	1 Date of Submission: 10/20/2023
	2 Program: Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment Program (BEAD)
	3 Entity Name: EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
	a Name: James Stritzinger
	b Title: Director, SC Broadband Office
	c Primary Phone Number: 803-737-8025
	d Email: jstritzinger@ors.sc.gov
	a Project Title: BEAD Initial Planning Grant
	b Project Identification Number: 45-20-B156
	6 NOFO Provision Applicable to Requested Waiver: Cost Sharing/Matching
	8 Justification: The South Carolina Broadband Office (SCBBO) is requesting a limited waiver of match requirements for those BSLs which are identified as Extremely High-Cost Locations (EHCL).
 
The SCBBO intends to take a market-based approach in determining our EHCL threshold. To achieve this, BEAD applications to the SCBBO must be constructed to provide access to all unserved/underserved BSLs and Community Anchors Institutions in an eligible county.
 
During the application process, the SCBBO will allow BEAD applicants to identify, document, and remove EHCLs from their proposals; however, separate written justification for each removed EHCL will be required. The written justification will include several data elements - including a construction cost estimate - for each EHCL. Once written justification is received and the complete set of EHCLs for any given project is complete, the following steps will occur:
 
1. The SCBBO will attempt to negotiate the re-inclusion of some or all of the EHCLs in the original grant submission.

2. In circumstances where no deal can be reached, the resulting list, including pricing, will serve as the project master EHCL list.

3. Other providers within geographic proximity of the EHCLs will be contacted to determine if fiber to the home (FTTH) or hybrid fiber coaxial (HFC) technology deployment are feasible.
 
4. In the event FTTH or HFC are not viable options (no ISP will provide access at the required 75/25 match rate), the SCBBO will negotiate the deployment of alternative technologies to the EHCLs by working with different ISPs.
 
5. In the event no ISP is willing or able to timely provide access using alternative technologies, the SCBBO would then propose waiving the non-federal match requirement from the ISP for those locations which were originally turned down.

6. If the original applicant still refuses to accept the EHCLs, the SCBBO will follow steps 3-5 outlined above. 
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