Department of Commerce
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
Internet For All Programs

Waiver Request Form

Complete this form to submit a waiver request. Please reference the applicable program
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for NTIA waiver guidelines.

1. Date of Submission: [10/20/2023

2. Program: |Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment Program (BEAD)

3. Entity Name: |[EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

4. Point of Contact:

a. Name: [James Stritzinger

b. Title: |Director, SC Broadband Office

c. Primary Phone Number: [803-737-8025

d. Email: |jstritzinger@ors.sc.gov

5. Project Identification:

a. Project Title: |BEAD Initial Planning Grant

b. Project Identification Number: [45-20-B156

6. NOFO Provision Applicable to Requested Waiver:

|Specific Qualifications for Subgrantees, Financial Capability, Letter of Credit

7. Confirmation that Eligible Entity Is Not Seeking Waiver of a Statutory
Requirement:

Affirmed @

8. Justification:

The South Carolina Broadband Office (SCBBO) is requesting a limited waiver for the
BEAD Letter of Credit in the following situations:

Large Existing SC Company

1) Subrecipient parent company has $100 million telecommunications or electric plant
in nroduction in the State of Sauth Caralina: and
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Large Existing SC Company
1) Subrecipient parent company has $100 million telecommunications or electric plant in production in the State of South Carolina; and,
2) Subrecipient agrees to forego any milestone payments and get paid at the end of the project.

Smaller Project, Proven Company
1) Subrecipient agrees to forego any milestone payments and get paid at the end of the project; and,
2) Proposed project is less than $5M total BEAD funds with no Davis-Bacon requirements; and,
3) SCBBO has a proven track record with the subrecipient of completing projects on time/budget

The SCBBO rationale is that:
a) We are adequately protecting the federal interest by not paying until project verification/closeout. This is how we have managed all SCBBO investments to date. It works well and our ISPs currently expect this.
b) Some of our BEAD projects will be relatively small and the BEAD Letter of Credit will extend timelines unnecessarily and add extra cost.
c) Paying at the end is high incentive for the ISP to move more quickly to complete the project so they can get paid.
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