








Describe how your proposal meets the needs of the community to be served as described in the
‘Guidelines." Use additional pages if necessary.

As evidenced by ORS provided data, 74% of project area households have NO access to broadband internet. If
funded, at the time of completion, the applicant’s project will reduce the % of households with no access from
74% to 7% of households. Additionally other entities in the project area also suffer from lack of access:

Businesses: 46

Health Care: 4

Community Anchor Points; 29
Education Institutions: 1

ORS requires project area specific statistics for most criteria except student poverty percentages which specify
school district-wide statistics. The applicant believes this is prejudicial to counties with unified, single school
districts serving all project areas. Marlboro County's district wide student poverty levels 85.3 % 2/10ths of a
point from rounding to 86%. However, Project Area specific student poverty statistics compiled by the Marlboro
County School District show student poverty levels in this Project Area are at 89%

Student poverty and overall economic conditions of the Project Area further challenge access to broadband.
The $25 a month subscriber cost offered by the applicant will serve to provide access at a much reduced price,
therefore making it easier to impoverished households to obtain service.

Describe any plans or programs you have developed to improve adoption in the community described in
this proposal. Use additional pages if necessary.

Marlboro County Government has partnered with Sandhill to develop an initiative to improve
broadband access. This plan has been well publicized in the community and has received
widespread support from all entities — government, faith-based and other community groups.
All of these groups are committed to publicizing and promoting any extension of broadband
service.

Sandhill is currently marketing using the local newspaper and billboards around the county to
advertise our availability of gigabit capable broadband for the community. Direct fliers are also
being mailed out as we expand into new territory as well as promotional options such as free
installation to try and drive up adoption rates. There is a great hunger for high speed
broadband in Marlboro County and once word gets out that we are in a new area, word of
mouth advertising appears to be one of our best modes of communication. As we install
customers, we are placing yard signs letting other neighbors know that they now have fiber to
the home service.
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Provide documents to establish proof that your organization has the necessary funds (50% of total
project cost) to complete this project/proposal. List documents here and attach documents to this

proposal.

Sandhill provides a full accounting each year by an independent auditor to ORS of our balance
sheet. We currently have investment accounts with First Citizens and Wells Fargo and plan on
funding the 50% stake by our general funds without need to borrow additional dollars.

As stated before, these projects were all ones we intended on trying to start next year, but with
Covid and requests from the community, plan on starting this year if we can obtain additional
funds to do so.

Any additional accounting statements needed can be provided upon request.

List any lease, franchise agreement, interconnection agreement, authorization, permit, or other items
needed to complete this project.

All franchise, interconnection agreements, and pole attachment agreements are already in
place and would not be needed to be secured in order to start these projects. There may be
some railroad crossings that would require permits still needed depending on the project, but
Sandhill feels confident in obtaining these for these projects. If necessary, we have existing
railroad crossing permits we could utilize that would require some smali redesign.
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Describe how your proposal meets the needs of the community to be served as described in the
"Guidelines." Use additional pages if necessary.

As evidenced by ORS provided data, 45% of project area households have NO access to broadband
internet. If funded, at the time of completion, the applicant's project will reduce the % of households with no
access from 45% to 5% of households. Additionally other enfities in the project area also suffer from lack of
access: :

Businesses: 17
Health Care: 1
Community Anchor Points: 5

ORS requires project area specific statistics for most criteria except student poverty percentages which
specify school district-wide statistics. The applicant believes this is prejudicial to counties with unified, single
school districts serving all project areas. Marlboro County's district wide student poverty levels 85.3 %
2/10ths of a point from rounding to 86%. However, Project Area specific student poverty statistics compiled
by the Mariboro County School District show student poverty levels in this Project Area are at 91%

Student poverty and overall economic conditions of the Project Area further challenge access to broadband.
The $25 a month subscriber cost offered by the applicant will serve o provide access at a much reduced
price, therefore making it easier to impoverished households to obtain service.

Describe any plans or programs you have developed to improve adoption in the community described in
this proposal. Use additional pages if necessary.

Marlboro County Government has partnered with Sandhill to develop an initiative to improve
broadband access. This plan has been well publicized in the community and has received
widespread support from all entities — government, faith-based and other community groups.
All of these groups are committed to publicizing and promoting any extension of broadband
service.

Sandhill is currently marketing using the local newspaper and hillboards around the county to
advertise our availability of gigabit capable broadband for the community. Direct fliers are also
being mailed out as we expand into new territory as well as promotional options such as free
installation to try and drive up adoption rates. There is a great hunger for high speed
broadband in Marlboro County and once word gets out that we are in a new area, word of
mouth advertising appears to be one of our best modes of communication. As we install
customers, we are placing yard signs letting other neighbors know that they now have fiber to
the home service.
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Provide documents to establish proof that your organization has the necessary funds {50% of total
project cost) to complete this project/proposal. List documents here and attach documents to this

proposal.

Sandhill provides a full accounting each year by an independent auditor to ORS of our balance
sheet. We currently have investment accounts with First Citizens and Wells Fargo and plan on
funding the 50% stake by our general funds without need to borrow additional dollars.

As stated before, these projects were all ones we intended on trying to start next year, but with
Covid and requests from the community, plan on starting this year if we can obtain additional
funds to do so.

Any additional accounting statements needed can be provided upon request.

List any lease, franchise agreement, interconnection agreement, authorization, permit, or other items
needed {o complete this project.

All franchise, interconnection agreements, and pole attachment agreements are already in
place and would not be needed to be secured in order to start these projects. There may be
some railroad crossings that would require permits still needed depending on the project, but
Sandhill feeis confident in obtaining these for these projects. If necessary, we have existing
railroad crossing permits we could utilize that would require some small redesign.
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Describe how your proposal meets the needs of the community to be served as described in the
"Guidelines." Use additional pages if necessary.

As evidenced by ORS provided data, 47% of project area househelds have NO access to broadband internet. If
funded, at the time of completion, the applicant’s project will reduce the % of households with no access from
47% to 21% of households. Additionally other entities in the project area also suffer from lack of access:

Businesses: 156

Health Care: 7

Community Anchor Points: 45
Education Institutions: 4

ORS requires project area specific statistics for most criteria except student poverty percentages which specify
school district-wide statistics. The applicant believes this is prejudicial to counties with unified, single school
districts serving all project areas. Marlboro County's district wide student poverty levels 85.3 % 2/10ths of a
point from rounding to 86%. However, Project Area specific student poverty statistics compiled by the Marlboro
County School District show student poverty levels in this Project Area are at 89%

Student poverty and overall economic conditions or the Project Area further challenge access to broadband.
The $25 a month subscriber cost offered by the applicant will serve to provide access at a much reduced price,
therefore making it easier to impoverished households to obtain service.

Describe any plans or programs you have developed to improve adoption in the community described in
this proposal. Use additicnal pages if necessary.

Marlboro County Government has partnered with Sandhill to develop an initiative to improve
broadband access. This plan has been well publicized in the community and has received
widespread support from all entities — government, faith-based and other community groups.
All of these groups are committed to publicizing and promoting any extension of broadband
service.

Sandhill is currently marketing using the local newspaper and billboards around the county to
advertise our availability of gigabit capable broadband for the community. Direct fliers are also
being mailed out as we expand into new territory as well as promotional options such as free
installation to try and drive up adoption rates. There is a great hunger for high speed
broadband in Marlboro County and once word gets out that we are in a new area, word of
mouth advertising appears to be one of our best modes of communication. As we install
customers, we are placing yard signs letting other neighbors know that they now have fiber to
the home service.
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Provide documents to establish proof that your organization has the necessary funds (50% of total
project cost) to complete this project/proposai. List documents here and attach documents to this

proposal.

Sandhill provides a full accounting each year by an independent auditor to ORS of our balance
sheet. We currently have investment accounts with First Citizens and Wells Fargo and plan on
funding the 50% stake by our general funds without need to borrow additional dollars.

As stated before, these projects were all ones we intended on trying to start next year, but with
Covid and requests from the community, plan on starting this year if we can obtain additional
funds to do so.

Any additional accounting statements needed can be provided upon request.

List any lease, franchise agreement, interconnection agreement, authorization, permit, or other items
needed fo complete this project.

All franchise, interconnection agreements, and pole attachment agreements are already in
place and would not be needed to be secured in order to start these projects. There may be
some railroad crossings that would require permits still needed depending on the project, but
Sandhill feels confident in obtaining these for these projects. If necessary, we have existing
railroad crossing permits we could utilize that would require some small redesign.
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Describe how your proposal meets the needs of the community to be served as described in the
"Guidelines." Use additional pages if necessary.

As evidenced by ORS provided data, 82% of project area households have NO access to broadband internet. If
funded, at the time of completion, the applicant’s project will reduce the % of households with no access from
82% to 12% of households. Additionally other entities in the project area also suffer from lack of access:

Businesses: 17

Health Care: 1

Community Anchor Points: 16
Education Institutions: 1

ORS requires project area specific statistics for most criteria except student poverty percentages which specify
school district-wide statistics. The applicant believes this is prejudicial to counties with unified, single schoal
districts serving all project areas. Marlbore County's district wide student poverty levels 85.3 % 2/10ths of a
peint from rounding to 86%. However, Project Area specific student poverty statistics compiled by the Marlboro
County School District show student poverty levels in this Project Area are at 90%.

Student poverty and overall economic conditions of the Project Area further challenge access to broadband.
The $25 a month subscriber cost offered by the applicant will serve to provide access at a much reduced price,
therefore making it easier to impoverished households to obtain service.

Describe any plans or programs you have developed to improve adoption in the community described in
this proposal. Use additional pages if necessary.

Marlboro County Government has partnered with Sandhill to develop an initiative to improve
broadband access. This plan has been well publicized in the community and has received
widespread support from all entities — government, faith-based and other community groups.
All of these groups are committed to publicizing and promoting any extension of broadband
service.

Sandhill is currently marketing using the local newspaper and billboards around the county to
advertise our availability of gigabit capable broadband for the community. Direct fliers are also
being mailed out as we expand into new territory as well as promotional options such as free
installation to try and drive up adoption rates. There is a great hunger for high speed
broadband in Marlboro County and once word gets out that we are in a new area, word of
mouth advertising appears to be one of our best modes of communication. As we install
customers, we are placing yard signs letting other neighbors know that they now have fiber to
the home service.
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Provide documents to establish proof that your crganization has the necessary funds (50% of total
project cost) to complete this project/proposal. List documents here and attach documents to this

proposal.

Sandhill provides a full accounting each year by an independent auditor to ORS of our balance
sheet. We currently have investment accounts with First Citizens and Wells Fargo and plan on
funding the 50% stake by our general funds without need to borrow additional dollars.

As stated before, these projects were all ones we intended on trying to start next year, but with
Covid and requests from the community, plan on starting this year if we can obtain additional

funds to do so.

Any additional accounting statements needed can be provided upon request.

List any lease, franchise agreement, interconnection agreement, autharization, permit, or other items
needed to complete this project.

Ali franchise, interconnection agreements, and pole attachment agreements are already in
place and would not be needed to be secured in order to start these projects. There may be
some railroad crossings that would require permits still needed depending on the project, but
Sandhill feels confident in obtaining these for these projects. If necessary, we have existing
railroad crossing permits we could utilize that would require some small redesign.
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Describe how your proposal meets the needs of the community to be served as described in the
"Guidelines." Use additional pages if necessary.

As evidenced by ORS provided data, 70% of project area households have NO access to broadband intemet. If
funded, at the time of completion, the applicant's project will reduce the % of households with no access from
70% to 7% of households. Additionally other entities in the project area also suffer from lack of access:

Businesses: 7

Health Care: 0

Community Anchor Points: 16
Education Institutions: 2

ORS requires project area specific statistics for most criteria except student poverty percentages which specify
school district-wide statistics. The applicant believes this is prejudicial to counties with unified, single school
districts serving all project areas. Marlboro County’s district wide student poverty levels 85.3 % 2/10ths of a
point from rounding to 86%. However, Project Area specific student poverty statistics compiled by the Marlboro
County School District show student poverty levels in this Project Area are at 91%

Student poverty and overall economic conditions of the Project Area further challenge access to broadband.
The $25 a month subscriber cost offered by the applicant will serve to provide access at a much reduced price,
therefore making it easier to impoverished households to obtain service.

Describe any plans or programs you have developed to improve adoption in the community described in
this proposal. Use additional pages if necessary.

Marlboro County Government has partnered with Sandhill to develop an initiative to improve
broadband access. This plan has been well publicized in the community and has received
widespread support from all entities — government, faith-based and other community groups.
All of these groups are committed to publicizing and promoting any extension of broadband
service. {see attached letters of support)

Sandhill is currently marketing using the local newspaper and billbcards around the county to
advertise our availability of gigabit capable broadband for the community. Direct fliers are also
being mailed out as we expand into new territory as well as promoticnal options such as free
installation to try and drive up adoption rates. There is a great hunger for high speed
broadband in Marlboro County and once word gets out that we are in a new area, word of
mouth advertising appears to be one of our best modes of communication. As we install

customers, we are placing yard signs letting other neighbors know that they now have fiber to
the home service.
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Provide documents to establish proof that your organization has the necessary funds (50% of total
project cost} to complete this project/proposal. List documents here and attach documents to this
proposal.

Sandhill provides a full accounting each year by an independent auditor to ORS of our balance
sheet. We currently have investment accounts with First Citizens and Welis Fargo and plan on
funding the 50% stake by our general funds without need to borrow additional dollars.

As stated before, these projects were all ones we intended on trying to start next year, but with
Covid and requests from the community, plan on starting this year if we can obtain additional
funds to do so.

Any additional accounting statements needed can be provided upon request.

List any lease, franchise agreement, interconnection agreement, authorization, permit, or other items
needed fo complete this project.

All franchise, interconnection agreements, and pole attachment agreements are already in
place and would not be needed to be secured in order to start these projects. There may be
some railroad crossings that would require permits still needed depending on the project, but
Sandhill feels confident in obtaining these for these projects. If necessary, we have existing
railroad crossing permits we couid utilize that would require some small redesign.
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Letters of Support















Town of Blenheim

Post Office Box 88
Blenheim, S.C. 29516

Mayor ClerkiTreasurer
Bobby Brock Martha McQuage

Council
Toma Dees
Freddy Brock
John Nolan
Carl Freeman

August 13, 2020
To Whom It May Concern:

This has reference to applications by Sandhill Telephone Cooperative for Cares Act funding
for broadband infrastructure extension in Marlboro County. The Town of Blenheim supports
these applications. Sandhill is a not-for-profit, internet provider serving Mariboro County.

Broadband access in our County is almost nonexistent with only .6% of households having
access. The need for broadband access is essential for on-line classes for our Schoal
System. Our county's student poverty statistics are 85.3% and certainly should be
considered as an important part of broadband coverage for our county. A county wide grant
for low population, rural counties is the only opportunity for broadband access improvement.

The Town of Blenheim fully supports for Sandhill's grant application and therefore your
consideration to approve this grant should be based on the need to provide our students with
access to the internet for virtual lessons.

Sincerely,

R. L. Brock, Mayor
Town of Blenheim






TOWN OF CLIO

Mayor

Ben Petrone 101 Calhoun Street
P.Q. Box 487

Council Clio, SC 29525-0487

Cathy Helsel 843-586-9426Tel

Samue! McCollum
Peartie Thomas, Sr.

B843-586-7733 Fax

Ken Phillips tewnofclio@bellsouth.net
101 Calhoun Street
Clio, S.C. 29525
Mayor Clerk/Treasurer
Ben Petrone Robyn Williamson-Jacobs
Council
Cathy Helsel
Ken Phillips

Samuel McColium
Pearlie Thomas

August 13, 2020
To Whom it May Concern:

This has reference to applications by Sandhill Telephone Cooperative for Cares Act
funding for broadband infrastructure extension in Marlboro County. The Town of Clio
fully supports these applications. Sandhill is a not-for-profit, internet provider serving
Mariboro County.

Broadband access in our Town is almost nonexistent with only .6% of households
having access. The need for broadband access is essential for on-line classes for our
School System. Our county's student poverty statistics are 85.3% and certainly should
be considered as an important part of broadband coverage for our county. A county
wide grant for low population, rural counties is the only opportunity for broadband
access improvement.

The Town of Clio fully supports Sandhiil’s grant application and therefore your
Consideration to approve this grant should be based on the need to provide our
students with access to the internet for virtual lessons,

_Si\ncerely

1.‘_‘ {—‘"\> -

,;&(_\:E?\g"\‘?wm: i .
Ben‘Pe@Pone, Mayor
Town of Clio

Home of the Clio Cotton Festival



Town of McColl

A Progressive City of 3,000
300 South Main Street * McColl, S.C. 29570

Phone: (843) 523-5341 » Fax (843) 523-5695

Bobby Odom, Mayor Brian Blue, Council

Tameka McLain, Clerk/Treasurer R.C. Cummings, Council
Terry Freeman, Chief (PD) George Garner, Council
Tammie Gofff Water& Sewer Clerk Robin Grooms-Clark, Council
David Coleman, Water & Sewer Supervisor Lynn Kubas, Council

Gordon Jones, Council

August 13, 2020

To Whom It May Concern:

Please accept this letter as full support of Sandhill Telephone Cooperative’s application for
CARES Act funding for broadband infrastructure extension in Marlboro County. As Mayor of
McColl | have witnessed and listened to the frustrations of the citizens, business owners, as well
as educators due to lack of broadband service both within the town limit and rural areas of our
county. The statistics speak for themseives. The Town of McColl falls well within the parameters
for meeting the much needed funding for broadband service. We are at the TOP of the list in our
state for underserved areas for this technology.

It is well past the time that our citizens receive the much needed technology to survive in todays
world. The pandemic issues are only another added layer of frustration for folks having to work
and utilize virtual technology, in a community known as a “technology desert”.

I humbly ask that we are awarded the long over due funding to assist in obtaining broadband
service,

Yours in Service,

Mayor Bobby Odom
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